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Voice of the global seed sector since  1924

67 National Seed 
Associations 

7500+ companies 
90 Countries  

International Seed Federation 
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Key Strategic Objectives (KSOs)
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It’s complex…

No 
“one-size-
fits-all”

We are here: 
Most critical 
input!

RegulationsClimate ChangeFarmers Trade Consumers
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What is ahead of us? 

• Increase of 70 % Food production 
• Food gap 850 million people
• In 10 years + 9% population
• In 2050 at least 9.5 bn people
• In 10 years + 30% world income increase
• Changing eating habits + healthier and 

sustainable
• + 68% milk and meat consumption
• Gap of 7 trillion calories



Our Journey to Sustainability and Seed Resilience
is based on Efficiency and Innovation
Starts with Seed – No one size fits all solution!!



“A world where the 
best quality seed is accessible
to all, supporting sustainable 
agriculture and food  security.”



Seed trends  

Seed moves 
globally

production
breeding

trading
 Global seed market growing
 Movement of seed increasing
 Faster breeding and commercial 

processes 
 Plant breeding & seed production 

by private sector + increased 
investment

 No country can fully supply farmers 
with seed of their choice solely 
from their own production

 Limited access to quality seed in 
many countries 
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Steady Increase Productivity – 40% of food 
production would not exist without: 

1) improved seed 
2) crop protection 

do not forget: 
mechanisation
irrigation
fertilisers
crop protection 

Source: WBC for Sustainable Agriculture, Crop 
Losses to Pests (E-C Oerke); Journal of 
Agricultural Science (2006)



It’s about our joint Capacity to
provide 

Seed Choice for Farmers
•to address at local level 

Life on Land, end Hunger, , 
Climate change and

Consumers demands!
Leave no one behind!• towards the  



SEED SECTOR DECLARATION - OUR ENGAGEMENT!        



Seed as an essential driver 

• R/D of private seed sector 15-20% of 
turnover 

• Approx. 10 billions US $ per year in 
80+ crops  in Nothern and Southern 
Hemnisphere

• Every year over 20’000 new varieties + 
200’000 varieties accessible to world 
wide

• Impact for farmers: 
• Ethiopia introduction improved 

varieties X 5.7 yield increase 
(Source: Fair Planet)

• better yield, better resilience, 
better product quality, better
Livelihood!



Marketing 
varieties with
biotech/GMO

Marketing 
treated seeds

Promotion 
and selling

Production of 
seeds

Variety
testing and 
registration

Pre-breeding
/ breeding
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• Access/Use
of germplasm

• Company and 
official testing 
(VCU, DUS)

• Seed quality 
management 
and control

•Phytosanitary 
and various 
export/import 
regulations

• Product 
authorisation, 
audit of seed 
treating 
facilities

• Safety 
assessment, 
authorisation for 
cultivation and 
food/feed use

• CBD-Nagoya 
Protocol, 
FAO ITPGRFA 

• Nat./Reg. 
regulations, DUS 
based on UPOV 
Technical 
Guidelines

• Possibility to 
add an IP 
protection

• Nat./Regional 
seed certification 
regulation, OECD 
rules - varietal 
certification

• ISTA methods -
sampling and 
testing

•Nat./Reg./Intern
. trade and 
phytosanitary 
rules (WTO, 
IPPC, WCO)

• Nat./Reg. rules 
for application 
and use

• Nat./Reg. rules 
for cultivation, 
food/feed 
import, 
labelling, 
coexistence etc, 
or deregulation RE
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Regulatory process 



Conservation, Access, 
and sustainable use of 
genetic resources is 
essential  
• Through our sustainable use of plant 

genetic resources – we create better 
varieties and diversity for in the field

• Access to other genetic resources in 
gene banks is needed

• Preferred tool: 

“Conservation & sustainable use of PGRFA; 
access and benefit-sharing” It is now!  



Plant Breeding Innovation – Predictable 
Science based Regulations are necessary

• Breeding is in our DNA!
• Yield, taste, nutritional quality, drought, 

salinity, disease resistances, pests, etc… 
• 80+ of Crops + thousands of researchers + 

hundreds of breeding programs.

• Capacity to use all existing 
breeding tools 
• Genome editing: + 40 Crops  30 countries –

“improved performances”

• Access to supporting 
technologies
• Digitalization, Bioinformatics,  Big Data,…



Contribution
must be economically
sustainable!
• Can a business without

intellectual property
protection be sustainable?

• Preferred tool :  
“Encourage the development of new plant 
varieties for the benefit of society”



Consistent science based trade rules
To move healthy seed to different countries 

● Plant Health starts with Seed 
Health from pre-breeding to 
commercialisation - we are 
committed!!

● Interdependency of seed 
supply

● Our work: International Seed 
Health and Regulated Pest 
List Initiatives

● Collaboration with IPPC + 
WTO + National Plant 
Protection Offices



• Livelihood and income
of farmers

All committed
to the fight against illegal
seed practices  

• Engagement everywhere 

• Increased impact on our 
business 



“Is there anyone 
expressing doubts… 
that today it’s the time 
to  join our 
complementary 
strength in our diversity 
in the seed supply chain 
for sustainable 
agricultural production 
to adapt and adjust to a 
changing world.”  It is now!  



We are ready to act!We are ready to act!


